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PALS 98: Building successful leaders through partnerships 
By Gitonga M'Mbijjewe 
Special to the Panther 
A student Leader­
ship Institute established at 
Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity (PVAMU) in 1996 to cul­
tivate personal leadership 
skills was found to be a suc­
cessful program in helping 
new college students with 
their transitional process. 
Now in its second year 
of operation, the Leadership 
Institute made great strides 
in accomplishing its goal as a 
base from which the leader­
ship skills of PVAMU students 
could be harnessed and culti­
vated. The 1998 
theme "Leadership: One Spirit, 
One Purpose, One Mission", 
embodied a holistic approach 
that was incorporated in pro-
See PALS on page 8 
S.G.A establishes 'power plan' 
** ""** ™" photo by Gitonga M'Mbijjewe 
At an event titled "Evening With the President," students take oaths toward student 
leadership before assuming duties as PALS. 
By Carlos C. Hopkins 
News Editor 
"An outline for the 
whole year," is how Vice Presi­
dent Cordy Meeks described 
"The power plan," a plan for 
the future that was presented 
at the first Student Govern­
ment Association (SGA) meet-
ingfor the 1998-99 school year. 
"The power plan" is a 
framework master plan that 
will allow the SGA at PVAMU 
to serve as an instrumental 
tool in the progress of the Uni­
versity. The nine-month plan 
is full of workshops and semi­
nars to inform, educate, and 
encourage students through­
out the school year and into 
the future. 
According to the SGA 
office, the goal of the plan is to 
create an atmosphere for so­
cial and political awareness 
that will provide intellectual 
enthusiasm, student unifica­
tion, economic development, 
community involvement, and 
faculty participation with a 
vision of a strong community 
of upwardly mobile students 
who are properly educated and 
equipped with the skills to 
accomplish their career goals. 
"The first step to our 
Housing brings in new look with new academic year 
By Eunrekea Moore 
Panther Staff 
Students returning to Prairie View A&M University 
(PVAMU) this year saw some changes in their living condi­
tions. 
The formerly all-female dormitory Drew Hall is now 
co-ed and Banks Hall is now called "The Place, an acronym for 
The Panther Learning and Academic Community Experience. 
The changes in campus resident life started with the 
closing and renovating of Holly Hall in Spring 1998. Male 
students living in Holley Hall either moved into Fuller or 
Banks Hall. 
See Housing on page 8 
success is writing our goals 
down," said SGA President, 
Alzo Slade Jr. "Then, take 
action to follow through to 
make our goals into reality." 
Slade also voiced his 
accomplishments and other 
future plans for the school 
year, including extended hours 
for the computer lab in Farrell 
Hall during midterm and fi­
nals, new computers for the 
John B. Coleman Library's 
computer lab; the development 
of a voter registration drive; 
and, remodeling of the weight 
room in the Billy J. Nicks Com­
plex to make it a more safe 
environment. 
Financial aid, student 
identification cards, and resi­
dent assistant compensation 
were some of the concerns stu­
dents questioned the SGA. 
SGA executive secre­
tary, Natasha Robinson, de­
scribed the first meeting of the 
year as a good turnout. 
"We now have good 
communication and student 
involvement. SGA is giving 
the students something to be 
involved in," Robinson said. 
Robinson went on to 
praise the Panther Advisory 
Leaders (PALS) for encourag­
ing the new freshmen to be 
involved with SGA. 
Phase III of University Village features story lounges, 
center and computer room among other luxuries 
a fitness 
Index 
luqex 
* Black History is not just a 
month here (see p. 9) 
Sports Spotlight allows 
you to get up close and 
personal with PVAMU 
athletes (see p. 13) 
The Final Word is the 
free-for-all forum where 
students get to say what's 
on their minds (see p. 16) 
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What's in a name? 
Historical buildings present 
window to cultural heritage 
By Tiara M. Ellis 
Editor in Chief 
Our ancestors once slaved and toiled over the exact soil 
we walk to go to class. On what was once the land used for 
deprivation is now the grounds on which we are basing our 
continued education. 
Immersed in the culture and history of our ancestors, 
one might ask how could we lose what took over a century to 
build? 
Change a name here. Tear down a building there. 
Eventually the entire campus will look like University Village: 
modern housing that costs more than it's worth. 
The quickest way to enslave a class is to deprive it of its 
culture, according to Dr. George R. Woolfolk. Culture is 
present on every sidewalk, bench, tree and building on this 
campus. 
One day, walk through one of the campus tours offered 
to freshmen and incoming students. It will help you under­
stand from whence this university has struggled and why its 
refinement must work to be preserved. 
Names aren't simply titles given to people or places. 
Their purpose is to represent a specialized distinction from 
others; thus, Drew Hall will never be mistaken for Holley Hall. 
Their differences are not only evident in their names, but also 
in the people for which they are named. 
Alice Jones Drew influenced the lives of students at 
this university as an educator, counselor and an inspiration to 
youth until her death in 1966. Her role as an avid supporter of 
Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU) and its betterment 
gained her the honor of having a women's residential hall 
named in her memory. 
Drew Hall opened in Sept. 1972 and continues to house 
female (and recently, also male) students gaining an education 
at PVAMU. 
That same year, Holley Hall was dedicated in honor of 
the late Thomas L. Holley, a professor of Industrial Education 
and a state-wide Trade and Industrial Teacher. Holley began 
as a student at the university in 1906 and became a Trade and 
Industrial Teacher in 1945. 
During the dedication program of Holley Hall in 1972, 
Holley was said to have "loved life, loved Prairie View, and 
loved his work as a State T&I Teacher Trainer." 
If Drew or Holley Hall were to be torn down today, it 
would be an injustice to these two assets of PVAMUs history. 
Changing the name of a historical building would be an even 
greater wrong because its history is being replaced not simply 
ended. 
Today, we are allowing our culture to be whittled away 
with the planned destruction of Suarez-Collins and Buchanan 
Halls and the name change of Banks Hall. How much of our 
history will need to change for action to take place? There is no 
pride in living in a building titled 'The Place." 
The adjustments of making this dormitory more geared 
toward academics should be applauded. The Place now has 
mandatory quiethours from 7 p.m. until 11 p.m., on-site tutors, 
academic advisors, and a computer lab. There are more 
restrictions on the residents there and constant updates on 
class attendance and progress. 
Yet, could all this have also been achieved within the 
namesake of Banks Hall? I can answer that question for you: 
yes! 
It starts with only a few changes, but eventually our 
campus full of heritage and culture will look and sound exactly 
like a modern university with no connection to its past. 
The only way to stop it is to speak out as students. 
We have a voice, now it is up to us to use it. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Quality of student life hinges 
on level of community work 
Student draws on African principle 
of collective work and responsibility 
"I Am Because We 
Are" is an old Asante proverb 
that was used to describe the 
responsibility that each 
individual tribe member had 
towards the community. 
We are all individuals 
only because we are a group. 
The definitions of "group" and 
"individual" depend on each 
other. 
Here at Prairie View 
A&M University (PVAMU), 
we have a responsibility to 
each other. We learn about 
ourselves from interacting 
with others. 
If there were no 
students, there would be no 
faculty/staff. If there were no 
faculty/staff, there would be 
no administration. This 
trinity of power is to work 
together to produce upwardly 
mobile alumni who will 
support and spread the 
progress of our institution 
across the world. 
The Student Govern­
ment Association (SGA) at 
PVAMU plays an integral 
part in this progress. Every 
student is a part of SGA. The 
SGA is a vehicle to voice 
student concerns. 
We have a strong 
circle of leadership that 
consists of a president, vice-
presidents, senators, public 
relation representatives and 
more. These officers serve as 
the head of the student body. 
All Panther readers are 
welcomed to submit letters 
to the editor. Please send 
all replies to The Panther, 
P.O. Box 2876, Prairie View, 
TX 77446 or bring them to 
the Memorial Student Cen­
ter, room 114. 
PVAMU president welcomes students 
Hines encourages students 
to seize every opportunity 
ence and the center of ment remains in tact; and nu-
By Alzo 
Slade 
President, 
Student 
Government 
Association 
If the head is not together 
then the body will not be 
together. 
It is our responsibil­
ity as students to voice our 
concerns through the proper 
channels in order ensure 
progress for students. 
No matter how 
much we have progressed, 
we can progress that much 
more. 
It takes an effort 
from each and every one of 
us. It is easy to complain, 
but the challenge is to make 
an effort to bring about 
change to that which we are 
complaining about. 
The SGA encour-
ages all students to take 
this challenge. There are 
several ways to get involved 
with your student body. 
We have a variety of 
events planned for this 
year. For more information, 
please come by the SGA 
office: Room 206 Memorial 
Student Center or call (409) 
857-2220. "We Are Because 
You Are" and 'You Are 
Because We Are". 
We depend on each 
other to make our commu­
nity work. 
We look forward to 
working with all students, 
faculty, staff, administra­
tion, and alumni for the 
betterment of this noble 
institution. 
President, Dr. Charles A. Hines 
To all new and re­
turning Panthers: 
Welcome to Prairie 
View A&M University and our 
living and learning commu­
nity on the "Hill." 
As many of you have 
heard me say, college atten­
dance is a rare opportunity to 
grow personally, socially, and 
educationally as you prepare 
yourself for the life ahead of 
you and for the world of work. 
Take your time and 
education here seriously by 
seizing every opportunity to 
grow, achieve, and serve. You 
are the reason for our exist-
our concerns. 
As President 
and Chief Executive Of­
ficer, my primary obli­
gation is creating and 
sustaining a safe and 
secure environment con­
ducive to excellence in 
learning and living. 
You must com­
mit your time and en­
ergy to pursue excel­
lence in all things, and 
avoid the non-produc­
tive pitfall of life. 
We are in a state of 
continual change at Prairie 
View A&M as we posture this 
great university for the chal­
lenges ahead. 
You are at the fore­
front of those changes. The 
student park is nearing 
completion; Phase 111, Univer­
sity Village is open and fully 
occupied (planning for Phase 
IV is underway); construction 
on the $28 million dollar sci­
ence buildingshould start this 
year; a new class attendance 
policy is in place; our zero tol­
erance policy on alcohol, other 
drugs, violence, and harass-
merous other academic and 
administrative actions are ei­
ther planned or underway for 
this year and beyond. 
Yes, we are changing 
- and growing as we change. 
You will hear more through­
out the year. 
Again, welcome back! 
Take your education 
seriously. I will be looking for 
you on campus, and will seek 
every opportunity to speak 
with you personally about 
your hopes and dreams, and 
how we can make our beauti­
ful campus a better place to 
live, study, work, and suc­
ceed. 
Enjoy the year, go to 
class, study and do your best 
to achieve excellence (aver­
age is not good enough any­
more), support our Student 
Government Association and 
other student organizations, 
cheer for our athletic and aca­
demic teams, the "Marching 
Storm," and all other col-
leagnes and activities, and , 
take care of each other as all 
real Panther Men and Women 
do. Have a Great Year.' 
Charles A. 
President 
ines, Ph.D. 
Independence comes with a price 
Dr. Kimetris N. Baltrip 
Asst. Professor, Communication 
Advisor, Student Publications 
I would like to extend 
a warm welcome to all stu­
dents who are first-time Pan­
thers. 
Like myself, many 
Prairie View A&M University 
(PVAMU) alumni can attest 
that you have chosen a fine 
institution at a very impor­
tant and critical time in your 
lives. 
You will find many 
challenges here will not be sim­
ply related to the rigors of aca­
demic life, but many of the 
hurdles you will have to jump 
will concern independent liv­
ing. 
Perhaps for the first 
time in your lives, you're faced 
with living away from the fa­
miliar comfort and security of 
the place you call home. 
I encourage you to stay 
focused, patient and deter­
mined to reach the goals you 
have set for yourselves and 
use good judgment to ensure 
your safe enjoyment of cam­
pus life. 
While you complete 
your studies at PVAMU, you 
should attend class regularly, 
work diligently, and socialize 
responsibly. 
Furthermore, involve­
ment in extracurricular activi­
ties on campus can prove to be 
a much needed outlet and a 
means through which you can 
enhance your education. 
Take time to discover 
what PVAMU has to offer be­
yond formal instruction. 
Consider working 
with the Campus Activities 
Board or the Student 
Goverment Association. 
Determine whether a 
professional or scholarly or­
ganization within you major 
area of study is a more desir­
able option for you. 
Think about contrib­
uting to the radio station, stu­
dent yearbook or student 
newspaper. 
All of the resources on 
this campus exist for your ben­
efit so you should take advan­
tage of them. 
I believe I speak for 
the entire campus community 
in saying that we are glad you 
are here. 
Submission Policy 
for Letters to the Editor 
Anyone who reads The Panther can submit a letter to the 
editor at P. O. Box 2876, Prairie View, TX 77446 or in the 
Memorial Student Center, room 114. All submissions are 
subject to editing and must include the author's name and 
telephone number. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
PVAMU student 
among 75 chosen 
for internship 
DALLAS 
SPECIAL: JOB SEARCH 1998 
Hope Allen, 
intern 1998 
Exxon 
Summer 
Jobs Progam 
Hope Allen, a senior 
at Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity, was selected as one of 75 
college students to partici­
pate in the 1998 Exxon Com­
munity Summer Jobs Pro­
gram in Dallas. Exxon pro­
vided grants totaling more . 
than $175,000 to fund 75 full-
time college students with an 
eight-week internship at a 
Dallas-area nonprofit organi­
zation. 
Allen, of Dallas, in­
terned as a marketing and de­
velopment assistant at the 
Dallas Black Dance Theater. 
While providing sup­
port to the executive and mar­
keting directors, she was in­
volved with fund-raising strat­
egies, publicity campaigns and 
market research. 
"This program intro­
duces top college students, the 
next generation of leaders, to 
the importance of community 
involvement," said Tony 
Atkiss, vice president of pub­
lic affairs, Exxon Corporation. 
"Every summer, in­
terns gain valuable on-the-job 
experience while providing 
meaningful assistance to 
many nonprofit organizations. 
Beyond these immediate ben­
efits, the program's long-range 
value is that many of these 
talented students will remain 
involved with community-
based organizations either as 
volunteers or as full-time em­
ployees." 
Exxon, which founded 
the Community Summer Jobs 
Program 27 years ago, pro­
vides grants for interns' sala­
ries and expenses of the pro­
gram administrator, the Vol­
unteer Center of Dallas 
County. 
Since beginning the 
program in Dallas in 1991, 
Exxon has committed more 
than $1 million to place 575 
college students in intern­
ships. 
ft A T £ i I £ i 
FOR SURVIVING THE '90s 
Preparation 
_ Review your self-assessment. 
Have short, direct answers ready 
for questions such as "Tell me 
about yourself?" "What are your 
strengths, weaknesses?" "How do 
you handle criticism?" "Are you 
a self-starter, self-learner?" 
much as y 
ipany b< ' 
, 'theme 
succeed at I 
"bctiired? " 
easier to 
Bring.a dossier foldef 
•copies of resume, references, 
information for completing job 
application. 
Appearances 
• Dress appropriately. Be well-
groomed. Avoid cologne, gum, 
sunglasses, cigarettes, any other 
distractions. Je, 
How to handle 
job interviews 
The interview is an opportunity for you and the 
company to learn about each other and to test 
the lit." How to use it to your best advantage: 
I 
'**? -"i 
SOURCE: Drake Bean Morin; research by PAT CARR 
Attitude 
• Project energy and high 
interest in the job. Show 
you have "fire in the belly." 
• Watch your body 
language. Smile, make eye 
contact, shake hands 
firmly, sit up straight, avoid 
repetitive, nervous gestures 
I Avoid being defensive. 
Don't "date" yourself. f. -/ 
Sophistication 
• Use the meeting to show 
what you know. 
• Listen carefully, answer 
the question, stop. Don't 
r a m b l e ,  o f f e r  e x t r a  d e t a i l s ;  . 1  ... ' ' i . i • Write thank you letter. 
For more information: 
> Call a local job 
j placement agency 
;| Next week: Negotiating 
The following are some of 
the companies scheduled to 
visit PVAMU for the 28th 
Annual Fall Career Festival, 
from Sept. 21-23: 
EDS 
Lucent Technologies 
Siemens Business 
IBM Corp. 
Beverly Enterprises 
Anderson Consulting, LLP 
Sprint Technology Ser­
vices 
Hughes 
CIA 
U. S. Patent & Trademark 
Raytheon Systems Co. 
Hughes Space Com. Co. 
Beverly Enterprises 
TX Dept. of Transporta­
tion 
Abbott Laboratories 
Xerox 
Tellabs Operations, Inc. 
MO Dept. of Transporta­
tion 
British Petroleum 
AIM Management Group, 
Corporations prepare to recruit for annual career festival 
By Joyce Dixon 
Panther staff 
The student career 
center of Prairie View A&M 
University(PVAMU) will 
sponsor Career Awareness 
Week September 21-23. 
The highlight of the 
week is the 28th Annual Fall 
Career Festival on Septem­
ber 21-23 which is estimated 
to reach approximately 2500 
students, alumni, faculty 
and staff. 
The Career Festival 
will begin on Sept. 21 with 
the Employer Forum, a new 
edition to the festival de­
signed to share information 
on the latest employment 
trends in different fields, 
new practices in hiring and 
what one can do to get the 
best job possible. 
The career festival 
will include a two-day job 
fair. The Non-Technical Job 
Fair for majors in business, 
liberal arts, education, and 
agriculture will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 22. 
On Wednesday, 
Sept. 23, the Technical Job 
Fair will be held for majors 
in engineering, architecture, 
and other technical majors 
will be held. 
The job fairs will be 
located in the University 
Fieldhouse with approxi­
mately 150 employers from 
across the United States 
representing business, 
industry, government, and 
education from across the 
United States. 
According to Mr. J.E. 
Pennywell the career festi­
val has been very successful 
on the campus of PVAMU. 
Pennywell said 
within the last three to five 
years there has been a 
significant increase in the 
number of corporate em­
ployer participation. 
He also said PVAMU 
has been involved with over 
500 employers who together 
conduct over 3000 on-
campus interviews annually. 
Pennywell urged 
students not to wait too long 
in their career planning. 
"Student career 
development is important 
and it starts the first day the 
freshman arrives," 
Pennywell contended. 
Pennywell added 
that more than 1000 stu­
dents have received fully 
paid trips to meet potential 
employers and 80% of the 
graduating classes for the 
See Career on page 15 
B i t m n o ' s  B B ©  FAST & FREE! 
APARTMENT is well known for good barbeque and delicious stuffed potatoes. Bruno's BBO is offering, to WELL MANNERED PV students a 
FREE DRINK with a purchase of a meal. 
1 €(towip<&w • 
• Take an additional 10% off the • 
• cost of any regular puchase • 
I Only valid with current PV ID. * 
LOCATION SERVICE 
NEED AN APARTMENT? 
LET ME FIND IT FOR YOU 
CALL PIERRE 
Open Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
2309 Hwy. 290, Waller, TX 77484 
(409) 931-5707 
(281) 893-1618 
CITY - WIDE 
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Lucent Technologies 
Information Session 
September 16. 1998 - 6:30 n.m. 
J.B. Coleman Library, 
Public Events Room 
For more information, contact 
Cassandra Smith <3> 2058/2032 
Reigning Miss Black Houston 
present in campus community 
By Ta'Nitra L.Trimble 
Panther staff 
"A man's heart 
deviseth his way; but the 
LORD directh his steps." 
This scripture derived 
from Proverbs 16:9 describes 
21-year-old Shauntrina Alix 
as she was crowned Miss 
Black Houston in the 14th 
Annual Miss Black Houston 
Pageant on August 2,1998 at 
Rice University. 
Alix, a native of Hous­
ton, TX competed against 
seven other women in the 
personal interview, swim 
wear, evening gown, im­
promptu and on-stage inter­
view categories. 
Daily seminars in­
cluding make-up, wardrobe, 
and walking were provided 
for the contestants to assis­
tant them in areas that would 
determine who will be 
crowned the new Miss Black 
Houston. 
Other seminars 
included conversations 
about African-American 
women and women's issues 
ranging from empowerment 
to personal care. 
Contestants also had 
a chance to bond by partici­
pating in numerous activi­
ties like dining out and 
shopping for pageantry 
materials. 
The young women 
were also responsibile for 
seeking sponsors to help 
meet the costly expenses of 
the pageant. 
"The family is very 
proud of her for running for 
the title of Miss Black 
Houston. We were happy to 
support her and help with 
the expenses ... it was 
worth it," said Deborah 
White, Alix's mother. 
" I decided to run for 
Miss Black Houston because 
I felt that I would be a good 
representative for the city of 
Houston and it's not every 
day that we hear something 
positive about young colle­
giate African-American 
See Houston on page 15 
CAMPUS NEWS 
' ' ''' 
Experience the Information 
Revolution firsthand 
•For fees associated with this account and other services, please see our Personal Schedule of Fees and Miscellaneous Fees for Personal Accounts. 
NationsBank Corporation subsidiary banks are members FDIC. &1998 NationsBank Corporation. 981115 
Nations Bank - Steeplechase 
11025 FM 1960 West 
(281) 517-5420 
You can feel the energy. The momentum. Innovative technologies. 
Exciting projects. Bold new ventures. The future of communications 
is being created today at Lucent Technologies. And it's been 
happening for more than a century. We gave the world the first cell 
phone. The transistor. The laser. The communications satellite. To 
name but a few. And the innovations just keep on coming. 
This translates into exceptional opportunities to qualified 
individuals in Engineering, Software design and development, as 
well as Sales and Marketing, Finance, Business Administration and 
Business Process Reengineering. 
Outrageous Convenience. Bank the way you want to bank—at nearly 
6,800 NationsBank ATMs by telephone or personal computer. 
Outrageous Access. Get your cash at ATMs and anywhere you see the 
VISA® symbol with a NationsBank CheckCard. There's no need to carry a check­
book or large amounts of cash. 
Outrageous Savings. Save with a low monthly maintenance fee. And if you 
keep a $500 minimum balance, there's no monthly maintenance fee at all. Plus, 
there are other ways you can save.* 
Talk With Us Today. Find out how outrageously easy your banking can be. 
Stop by a NationsBank banking center today for more information. 
NationsBank 
IOU re m college. Ana tnat means you neea a cneciung account tnat s as easy on 
your wallet as it is on your schedule. That's why you'll appreciate NationsBank 
Student Checking. Take advantage of these benefits: 
Send your resume io Lucent Technologies, 
attn: Employment Manager, Dept. C0L/1500/97, 
283 King George Road, Room B2C76, Warren,. NJ 07059. 
Or visit us on the web at 
www.lucent.com 
Lucent is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
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REGION AT. NEWS 
* Keeping an eye on Texas 
More kids 
meet goal 
onTAAS 
The percentage of 
students passing 
TAAS* tests 
increased signif­
icantly from 1994 
to 1998. The tests, 
given each Spring, 
measure minimum 
expectations of 
each grade 
level. 
pass 
NOTE: Scores do not 
indude students in 
speoai education or year-
round education. 
* Texas Assessment of 
Academic Skills. 
SOURCES. John Sharp, 
Taxas Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, and 
Texas Educatxxt Agency. 
Percentage of students .leeting mm ^ gq^ 
minimum expectations 
on TAAS tests [ 11998 
Grade 0% 20 40 60 80 100% 
{•Reading -
Longterm learning improves with better study habits 
A documented 
increase in the number of 
students who pass the 
Texas Assessment of 
Academic Skills (TAAS) 
test is positive news for 
parents who may worry 
about their child's level of 
preparation for the state­
wide examination. 
Dr. Florence 
Eddins of Baylor College 
of Medicine offers advice 
for parents who are 
searching for a way to 
ensure better school 
progress in their child's 
educational future. 
HOUSTON, TX 
Getting children into 
a good homework routine dur­
ing their earlier years can lay 
the foundation for a lifetime of 
good study habits. 
"Parents can teach 
their children good homework 
habits by example," said Dr. 
Florence Eddins, a child psy­
chologist at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston. 
Parents should sit 
near the child and do some 
work of their own. 
This will give the child 
an idea of how to do home­
work. 
Flexibility is impor­
tant. 
Some children may 
like to do homework with 
music in the background or 
may need to play before sit­
ting down to hit the books. 
It is good to experi­
ment for a while and see what 
works best for the child. 
Homework success 
also depends on good commu­
nication between parent and 
teacher. 
Learning what the 
teacher expects from the child 
will make it easier for the par­
ents to help with homework. 
HOW FARAREYOU WILLING TO GO? 
Landowners Association 
rewards local small farmers 
WALLER 
The Landowners As­
sociation of Texas is an orga­
nization that was organized 
by small farmers losing their 
land due to one concern or 
another. 
This organization 
conducts educational pro­
grams for producers, ad­
dressing problems and/or 
concerns that they have re­
garding how to make the land 
productive so they may be 
able to keep their land. 
The organization 
also encourages producers to 
revere the "Family Farm" 
and holds educational pro­
grams and conferences to 
address this issue. 
During the annual 
conference, small farmers 
are recognized each year for 
their achievements and are 
presented The Small Farmer 
of the Year Award. 
The 1998 Annual 
Landowners Association 
Conference was held Aug. 21 
and 22 in Waller County. 
The theme for this 
year's conference was "Alter­
native Agriculture In The 
Year 2000 and Beyond." 
The Small Farmer of 
The Year Award was pre­
sented to Norman Williams 
and his son Dana for their 
work in their beef cattle and 
quarter horse operation. 
Norman and his son 
accepted the award from the 
Landowners Association 
President, Mr. Ed Cline of 
Houston at the Alumni Hall 
in Prairie View on August 21, 
1998. 
Also receiving an 
award locally was Rev. Edwin 
Walker for winning the 
Weight Guessing Contest on 
a goat that weighed 114 
pounds. Rev. Walker was the 
closestof everyone on the tour 
with a guess of 115 pounds. 
Rev. Walker received 
an engraved plaque for his 
expertise. 
Educational pro­
grams conducted by the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Ser­
vice serve people of all ages 
regardless of socioeconomic 
level, race, color, sex, religion, 
disability or national origin. 
The Texas A&M Uni­
versity System, U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture and the 
County Commissioners 
Courts of Texas cooperate 
with this effort. 
The Peace Corps welcomes back the Class of 1999. 
And while we have your attention, we'd like to ask you a 
question. Where zvill you he in a year front noxv? 
We're looking for someone confident, dedicated and 
adventurous. Someone who likes working with people 
and isn't afraid to take on a challenge. Someone to join 
the 6,700 people already working in 80 developing 
countries around the world. Someone who would like 
to spend two years in another country. To live and work 
in another culture. To learn a new language, acquire 
new skills and sharpen existing ones. To have the 
experience of a ' 
We don't want just anyone - we need someone special. 
And we ask a lot. But only because so much is needed. 
Peace Corps volunteers are needed in Education, 
Business, Health, Community Development 
Agriculture and the Environment. If this sounds 
interesting to you, then maybe you're tfie person we're 
looking for. A Peace Corps volunteer. 
4 Recruiters will be on campus October 29 Watch the Panther for details. b 
The toughest job you'll ever love. 
800 
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University mail is available 
for on-campus students 
CAMPUS NEWS 
Oliver promoted 
in Panther 
Battalion 
PRAIRIE VIEW 
Students who cannot obtain a post office box at Prairie 
View's local post office have another alternative. 
University Mail extend services to students to receive 
mail on campus and contacts recipients by telephone when 
parcels arrive. 
Students can received packages via UPS and Federal 
Express and can send parcels overnight through Express Mail. 
Receipt For Certified mail service is offered and stamps are 
sold. 
University Mail is located in the basement of Hilliard 
Hall, Room 03 and office hours are Monday through Friday 
from 7:30p.m.-5:30 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. 
A postal drop box is located on the corner of Anne 
Preston and A.G. Cleaver streets near the May Home Econom­
ics Bldg. 
Students interested in receiving parcels viaUniversity 
Mail should have their letter address to: 
Prairie View A&M University 
Your Full Name 
PO. Box 519 
Dormitory & Room 
Number 
Campus Mail 
Prairie View, TX 77446 
For additional information, please contact Walter 
McGinty, University Mail Supervisor at 857-2321. 
A/iproeeel 
American 
Association 
Y RESEARCHING 
» YOUR NEXT 
CAREER MOVE? 
Become a Paralegal or a Para-Accountant. 
Invest as little as four months training 
for a "cutting edge" career in law and 
accounting. Call us at (713) 666-7600 
or I (800) 633-8967. 
0 SOUTHWESTERN PARALEGAL INSTITUTE 
, 
14888 Loop Central Drive, Suite 800 
Houston, TX 77081-2214 
email: www.swpara@aol.com 
Fax: (713) 666-2030 
Eiland leaves Hilliard 
for retirement plans 
By LaToya Moore 
Panther Staff 
Millard F. Eiland, 
Ph.D. Professor and head of 
the department of communi­
cations retired August 
31,1998, alter 30 years of ser­
vice at Prairie View A&M 
University. 
Eiland said he will 
relax and teach part-time 
during his retirement. 
Eiland said he has 
seen the communications de­
partment grow in the last 
15years. Particularly in the 
establishment of the digital 
television labs and cable ser­
vice on campus; growth and 
development of the off-cam­
pus internship programs 
which is one of the strongest 
of any small colleges in 
America, the incresed status 
of KPVU-FM, and forensic 
competitions which have re­
ceived numerous awards. 
In January 1983, 
Eiland was asked to bring 
the program in speech com­
munications into the depart­
ment of communications and 
to become the departments 
head upon the resignation of 
Dr. Shirley Carter who had 
helped form the communica­
tions department and was 
its head until January 1983. 
Eiland said, "I will 
miss the fellowship with the 
faculty and students at Prai­
rie View". 
A merger with the 
English and Communica­
tions departments sparked 
mixed feelings for Eiland. 
He said that the merger will 
not be in the best interest in 
the English department nor 
the Communications de­
partment. He would like to 
see the communications de­
partment maintain direct 
contact 
Eiland said that the 
faculty, "is one of the finest 
he has ever work with and 
very proud of how much the 
communications depart­
ment has grown." 
He added, "Never­
theless, without regard to 
my leadership or that of any 
other administrator on the 
campus, Prairie View A&M 
University will survive. It 
will grow and prosper. It 
has and always has had 
strong and dedicated faculty 
of which I have been proud 
to a part. My hopes and 
dreams are for a strong and 
viable university and it will 
Sometimes because 
of its leaders and often, I 
suspect, despite the leaders. 
I leave Prairie View with 
great gratitude for the years 
of service and fellowship in 
this community of learning 
with a special and noble pur­
pose. I leave with consider­
able sadness because I will 
not have the contact I have 
enjoyed with faculty and stu­
dents. My thoughts will al­
ways be with Prairie View, 
and I wish our students and 
my colleagues all the best." 
Want A 
Challenge? 
O F F I C E R  T R A I N I N G  S C H O O L  
Start your career off on the right foot by enrolling in the Air Force 
OfficerTraining School. There you will become a commissioned 
officer in just 12 weeks. From the start you'll enjoy great pay, 
complete medical and dental care, 30 days of vacation each year, 
plus the opportunity to travel and 
AIM HIGH SEE WO,-^ j0 discover how high 
a career in the Air Force can take 
you, call 1-800-423-USAF, or visit 
www.airforce.com our website at www.airforce.com 
PRAIRIE VIEW 
Cadet Irvin Oliver 
was recently chosen to com­
mand the Prairie View A&M 
Panther Battalion. Oliver was 
promoted to this position by 
LTC Mark K. Pearson, Pro­
fessor of Military Science. 
Oliver will command 
over 100 cadets in the battal­
ion. He is a 1992 graduate of 
Buena High School in Sierra 
Vista, Arizona. 
Oliver was a prior en­
listed soldier for three years 
and loved it. However, he said, 
by joining Army ROTC, "I 
could get a college education 
and still stay in the Army." 
The position was offered to 
Oliver after completing a rig­
orous screening process in­
cluding leadership potential, 
academic standings and Ad­
vanced Camp in Fort Lewis, 
W ashington. 
Cadet Oliver is a se-
nior Political Science major 
from Honolulu, Hawaii. 
A NEW OPPORTUNITY 
FROM THE ARMY RESERVE! 
THE RESERVE 
ASSOCIATE SUPPORT 
PROGRAM 
Now you can join the Army 
Reserve, serve two years on Active 
Duty undergoing intensive skill 
training in a selected military occu­
pational specialty and then serve 
four years in the Reserve usually 
training one week-end a month plus 
two weeks annual training. 
If you qualify for the Reserve 
Associate Support Program you will: 
• Receive an enlistment bonus 
of $3,000 
• Be eligible for the Student 
Loan Repayment Program 
for up to $10,000 
• Be eligible for the Montgomery 
GI Bill - up to $7,316 - which 
you can begin using after 
completing your Active Duty 
If you have been thinking about 
joining the Army, this may be just 
the right combination of Active and 
Reserve Duty for you.. .valuable 
skill training, money for college and 
pride in serving your country. 
Think about it 
Then think about us. 
Then Call: 
( 409 )  830 -5324  
BE ALL YOU CAN BE. 
ARMY RESERVE 
www.goarmy.com 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
PALS from page 1 
gramming, speakers (both lo­
cal and national), and experi­
ential events that students 
were involved in from August 
9-15. 
Hosted by the Office 
of Student Activities, the 
Leadership Institute was a col­
laborative effort between the 
university and corporate spon­
sors whose contributions 
helped to make the program 
successful. 
According to Student 
Activities Director Brian 
Dickens, corporate sponsor­
ship was a key factor in the 
program's success. 
"Without corporate 
sponsorship, invaluable 
events like 'The Experience: 
Dining Out with Houston Pro-' 
fessionals" sponsored by 
Sedexho-Marriott and Dow 
Chemical (a PVAMU cluster 
member), wouldnothavebeen 
possible," Dickens said. 
During this experi­
ence, the application of skills 
learned in an etiquette semi­
nar the previous day were 
brought to play as students 
interacted with professionals 
from Dupont, Shell Oil, Minute 
Maid, Darant, the USA 
Metroplex Pageant System, 
and various other corporate 
representatives. 
The program as a 
whole focused on developing 
those skills in undergraduate 
students that oftentimes go 
undeveloped as a result of the 
rigors and demands they face 
today. 
An underlying as­
sumption of the Leadership 
Institute is that in each indi­
vidual lies an untapped talent 
which can be brought to light 
through challenging and in­
formational seminars. 
Other methods 
through which leadership 
skills and accountability were 
fostered were team building 
exercises, conflict resolution 
seminars, and group facilita­
tion techniques. 
On completion, all of 
the student participants be­
came Panther Advisory Lead­
ers, or PALS, whose function 
was primarily to serve the in­
coming freshmen class during 
new student orientation and 
various other university func­
tions. 
Skills the PALS devel­
oped during the institute were 
immediately put to use the 
day after their commencement 
exercise as they took on the 
challenges presented by ori­
entation week and put every­
thing they learned put to the 
test to meet the demands ex­
pected of them. 
The PALS acted as 
first contact with new and in­
coming students thereby 
bridging a gap that has often 
hindered new students dur­
ing their transition into colle­
giate life. 
The roles and func­
tions of PALS do not end with 
freshmen orientation week but 
span the rest of the academic 
year during which time they 
will further enhance their 
overall leadership, social, and 
career oriented skills through 
twelve weeks of activities, 
seminars, and group pro­
grams. 
Housing from page 1 
Since these changes 
The Place, Fuller and Drew 
Halls received new mattresses 
and chairs for student desks. 
Many rooms were also painted 
and the overall condition of 
the dormitories seems to be 
more livable and cleaner. 
Keisha Holman, a 
director's assistant at The 
Place said, 'The Place is the 
perfect environment for stu­
dents and they're able to have 
a community experience with 
other students that live here." 
Female students re­
side on the third and fourth 
floors of The Place and the 
males stay on the first and 
second. Two security guards 
also stand guard from lla.m.to 
7p.m. every night. 
When PVAMU fresh­
man Tawana Williams was 
asked about the living condi­
tions, she responded, "It's cool, 
lavish, neat and most of all 
clean." 
Another dormitory is­
sue is Fuller Hall. Fuller Hall 
Director, Freeman Fletcher 
said there is a forthcomingbig 
screen television and new fur­
niture for residents to enjoy. 
Although there is a lot 
of talk about The Place, Phase 
III of the University Village 
has in one week gained a repu­
tation as the "River Oaks" area 
of resident life. 
University adminis­
trators have designated Uni­
versity Village Phase III as 
the residence for students on 
full academic scholarships 
with a grade point average of 
at least a 2.7. 
Among the luxuries 
Phase III of the University 
Village showcases are apart­
ments with full-size beds, full 
kitchen accessories, a com­
puter room, and 24-hour staff 
supervision. 
The resident staff will 
also host programs for stu­
dents to promote residential 
development. 
•••DO •HDinDQ ••••on 
QUO [HE 
••••• ••••• 
PANTHER 
swKts. 
& moies 
SCREEN PRINTING* EMBROIDERY 
• BANNERS & SIGNS 
• CUSTOM IMPRINTED 
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 
2302 MAIN 
WALLER, TEXAS 
409-372-9190 
1 -800-442-8929 
HAIR TECH 
"All your Beauty Needs" 
Waller Village 
31315 FM 2920 Waller, TX 77484 
Toll Free (409) 931-3269 
Resale & Victorian Lamp 
Shades 
Bill's 
Fresh-N-Fry 
Seafood 
203 Bremond 
Hempstead, XX 
(409) 826-3568 
Specials: Fries Included 
10 Shrimp $4.99 
8 Chicken Wings 2.75 
6 Shrimp &. 4 Nuggets .3.99 
3 pc. Drum Fish 5.50 
2 pc. Catfish Fillets 3.99 
ExCET Master® 
Revised!!! 
Now in most 
University 
Bookstores 
www.excet.com 
FREE COMPUTER!!! 
For details, send self-
addressed DOUBLE 
stamped business 
envelope to: 
LWR Enterprises 
P.O. Box 132 
Prairie View, TX 77446 
To Place an ad in 
"ITU* P*rntkerm 
please contact 
Student Publications 
@ (4(19) 857-2132 / 4107 / 
2727 fax @857-2340 or 
come by the Memorial 
Student Center 
Room 114 
1 am a 22 years old Single 
Black Male, 5'8", 160 
lbs., slim build, business 
mind, looking for busi­
ness minded female who 
enjoys writing, traveling, 
and taking pictures. 
Someone who is patient, 
and likes to laugh. Possi­
bly a pen pal who is 
looking for a serious 
relationship. Age and 
race is not important If 
you are interested, 
write to: 
Dwight Powell 
P.O. Box 30543 
Houston, TX 77249 
(713) 227-4005 
FLATWARE 
Answers to 
King Crossword 
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BLACK HISTORY 
Black activist 
during civil 
rights era 
remembered 
By Kesha C. Jones 
Panther Staff 
H. Rap Brown, known 
for his fast-talking and sharp 
mind, was a stand out force in 
the Civil Rights Era of the 
1960s. 
Always seen as a con­
troversial figure during that 
time and even a threat to those 
he opposed, Brown and his in­
fluence was definitely a force 
to be reckoned with. 
Brown received noto­
riety during his younger years, 
when he and other college stu­
dents became active in the Stu­
dent Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) under Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
This organization was 
known for staging sit-ins 
against segregation and en­
couraging voting and educa­
tion among young African-
Americans. The organization 
also opened up several health 
clinics. 
Brown's interest in the 
movement continued and he 
later became an honorary of­
ficer of the Black Panther 
Party, becoming one of the first 
to coin the phrase "Black 
Power." 
He became a public fig­
ure working with Stokely 
Carmichael with an aggres­
sive approach towards civil 
rights. 
In 1971, Brown was 
arrested for a gun battle with 
the New York City police. Af-
Political science professor earns 
distinguished service accolades 
Jewel L. Prestage: 
"A pioneer in the study of African-
American and public policy . . .  
By Eunrekea Moore 
Panther Staff 
Dr. Jewel Prestage, 
director of the University 
Scholars Program and profes­
sor of political science at Prai­
rie View A&MUniversity, has 
been selected to receive the 
Frank J. Goodnow Distin­
guished Service Award. 
The award, given by 
the American Political Science 
Association (APSA), is named 
for the first president of the 
prestigious national associa­
tion and honors the outstand­
ing contributions of individu-
ter serving his time, Brown 
converted to the Muslim reli­
gion and changed his name to 
Jamil Abdullah A1 - Amin. 
He later married the 
South African singer Miriam 
Makebe in 1973, and both be­
came citizens of Uganda. 
By the time he became 
a fugitive from justice, the 
militant movement soon died 
down. 
Al- Amin now resides 
in Atlanta, where he is a reli­
gious leader and entrepre­
neur. 
CALLING ALL MAJORS! 
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF BLACK ENGINEERS 
WANTS YOU! 
We will be having our NSBE mixer 
Wednesday. September 9 at 6p.m. 
Look for flyers for the location! 
Hope To See You There! 
- Paula D. McClain, 
Minority Group Influence 
als, groups, and public and 
private organizations for both 
the development of the politi­
cal science profession and the 
building of the APSA 
Dr. Prestage was the 
first African-American woman 
in the United States to receive 
a doctorate in political science 
from the University of Iowa in 
1954 at the age of 22. 
In 1956 Prestage 
moved to Southen University 
where she serve as professor 
and chair of the political sci­
ence department. Southern 
University has become a 
leader in producing African-
American undergraduates re­
ceiving a doctorate in politi­
cal science. 
Paula D. Mc Clain, 
author of Minority Group In­
fluence, dedicated her book to 
Dr. Prestage. She writes, 
"Jewel L. Prestage, a pioneer 
in the study of African-Ameri­
can and public policy, whose 
intellectual footprints are 
throughout this volume. We 
owe you a debt, both intellec­
tually and personally." 
Prestage also has ex­
tensive accolades as an au­
thor, teacher and mentor to 
her students. 
Prestage has held di­
rectorships, memberships, 
and offices in major scholarly 
organizations, including vice 
president of the APSA and 
the Southwestern Social Sci­
ence Association. 
Her wit and initiative 
led to the founding of the Na­
tional Conference of Black Po­
litical Scientists in 1969, and 
she later served as its presi­
dent. She has served on the 
See Jewel on page 15 
MEET YOUR REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES 
ANN DAVIS - County Judge 
B. K. WATSON - Judge, County Court-at-Law 
JOHN ISOM - "Commissioner, Pet. 2 
LOUIS CANALES - Commissioner, Pet. 4 
STEVE YORK - Justice of the Peace, Pet. 1 
Meet and visit with these candidates at any or all of the receptions hosted by the 
Republican Party of Waller County on Saturday. September 12.1998. 
8:30 A.M. Field Store 
Best Friend's Treasures 
FM 1488 
10:00 A.M. Waller 
Pet. 2 Constable's Office 
2412 Main 
12 NOON Prairie View 
Alumni House 
Old 290 @ FM 1098 
2:00 P.M. Hempstead 
Courthouse Assembly Room 
836 Austin 
4:00 P.M. Brookshire 
Tender Touch, Inc. 
Cooper @ Fifth 
6:00 P.M. Monaville 
Monaville Hall 
Cochran Road - just south of the 
Monaville Fire Station 
Don't miss this opportunity to GET TO KNOW YOUR REPUBLICAN CANDI­
DATES. Everyone is invited!!!! 
"Waller County Republicans POSITIVE LEADERSHIP for a new century" 
Pd. pol. ad by The Republican Party of Waller County, P.O. Box 697, Pattison, TX 77446, John Tatum Treasurer. 
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1. Which actor played in the hit film An 
American Werewolf in Parisl 
a.) Denzel Washington 
b.) Tom Everett Scott 
c.) Dolph Lundren 
2. Which of these three actors stars in the 
thriller Playing God? 
a.) Timothy Hutton 
b.) Jackie Chan 
c.) Chris Tucker 
3. What acclaimed filmmaker directed 
Blackjack? 
a.) Spike Lee 
b.) Steven Speilberg 
c.) John Woo 
5. Which actor stars in the action thrillei 
Blackjack? 
a.) Jean-Claude VanDame 
b.) Dolph Lundren 
c.) David Duchovny 
6. Actor David Duchovny stars in what 
hit television show? 
a.) Melrose Place 
b.) Moesha 
c.) X Files 
7. Actress Julie Delpy stars in what 
horror movie? 
a.) Scream 
b.) H20: Halloween 
c.) An American Werewolf in Paris 
4. The star of An American Werewolf in Paris 8. An American Werewolf in Paris is a 
is currently in which movie? adaptation of which of the following 
a.) Blade a.) a movie 
b.) Dead Man on Campus b.) a play 
c.) The Negotiator c.) a novel 
The first persons to answer all of the questions correctly will win a free video. One video per 
person will be given away courtesy of Miramax Home Entertainment. Claim your prize by 
bringing the correct answers and this issue of the paper to The Panther office in the bottom of 
the MSC, room 114. 
AT ALL SOUNDWAVES LOCATIONS 
...soon to be at University Exchange Bookston 
IN STORES NOW!!!! 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Fugees' frontwoman Lauryn Hill educates the masses on new solo project 
Columbia recording artist Lauryn Hill 
Y'all know vocalist, 
activist, actress and lyricist 
Lauryn Hill of the multi-plati­
num selling hip-hop trio the 
Fugees. The one who had you 
bobbin' ya head to that melody of 
"La, La, La, La / That's the way 
that we rock when we're doin' 
our thing" on the "Fugee-La" cut 
o f f t h e 
groundbreaking 
The Score album. 
The one who had 
everybody open 
with the lush 
"Sweetest Thing" from the Love 
Jones soundtrack. The one who 
you've been fiending for ever 
since you heard she was due to 
drop a solo project. Well, it's 
time to remedy your fix 'cause 
the joint has dropped and it is 
blazin' (pun intended). 
The Miseducation of 
Lauryn Hill is a well crafted, 
self-produced combination of 
gospel, rhythm and blues, jazz, 
reggae and hip-hop. Having 
penned 13 of Miseducation's 
songs herself, L-Boogie ad­
dresses everything from love and 
heartache to social awareness and 
faith. 
The CD opens with the 
jumpin' "Lost Ones" where she 
raps "What you throw out comes 
back to you, star / Never un­
derestimate those who you scar 
/ Cause karma, karma, karma 
comes back to you hard". 
The album escalates 
with a powerful opus to her 
infant son "To Zion" which 
guests guitar player Carlos 
Santana, while the effusive and 
"The Miseducation... is a well crafted, self-
produced combination of gospel, rhythm and 
blues, jazz, reggae and hip-hop." 
preachy "Doo Wop (That 
Thing)" comes hard through 
the speakers inducing imme­
diate body rock. 
She tickles the ear 
with the playful "Superstar" 
when she croons "Come on 
baby, light my fire / Every­
thing you drop is so tired / 
Music is supposed to inspire / 
How come we ain't getting no 
higher?" 
On "I Used To Love 
Him," which features the 
queen of hip-hop soul Mary J. 
Blige, the two alto voices share 
verses of NotGonCryism. 
Hill also brings the 
noise on the throbbing "Ev­
erything is Everything" and 
the roaring "Final Hour," but 
clearly the most treasured jewel 
amid this chest of great music 
is "Nothing Even Matters," the 
sultry duet with R&B ballad-
eer D'Angelo. 
The two bellow lyr­
ics that are smoother than 
Wilson's leather. L-Boogie 
moans "These buildings could 
drift out to sea / 
Some natural ca­
tastrophe / Still 
there's no place 
I'd rather be." 
While D'Angelo 
responds, "Now my team could 
score/ And make it to theFinal 
Four / Just repossess my 4x4 / 
Cause nothing even matters 
no more." 
Suprisingly, there is 
not much rap on one of the 
most highly-anticipated hip-
hop albums of the year, but 
Hill proves the art of hip-hop 
comes in more than one lan­
guage. Miseducation pro­
pels Hill high above the me­
diocre creativity of most fe­
male artists of today and as a 
result of this solo debut it is 
quite apparent that L-Boogie 
can only go higher. 
Zharmer Hardimon 
Entertainment Editor 
ENTERTAINMENT 
I 
Rapper Cam'ron stakes his 
claim in the world of hip-hop 
Untertainment recording artist Cam'ron 
New York, NY—Straight from 
the pages of his tattered corner 
chronicles, Cam'ron's 
Untertainment/Epic debut is a 
moody, Jeep-ready life soundtrack 
with precision poetics and well-
oiled style. The album features 
such guests as Usher, Kelly Price, 
Jermaine Dupri and Mase, and is 
layered by production from Digga, 
Trackmasters, and Prestige.It's 
called Confessions of Fire be­
cause, according to Cam'ron, "It 
contains bits and pieces of my 
life, and the tracks are hot." 
Combining grimy game 
with an almost cold smoothness, 
the textures of the tracks range 
from ruff style ("3-5-7" and "Who's 
Nice") to the rollicking ("Horse & 
Carriage"). 
"One of the things that 
makes my album different is I 
could be hardcore one minute, slick 
and laid-back the next," Cam said. 
"I'm doing it all, trying to do things 
to set trends, not follow them." On 
the song "Me, My Moms & 
Jimmy," he actually trades lines 
with his mother. "I want to stay 9 
or 10 blocks ahead of the pack," 
insists the 20-year-old. "Now that 
I've done a joint with Ma Dukes, 
I'm sure there are a hundred rap­
pers slapping themselves in the 
face, saying 'Damn, I shoulda 
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^KJkiestions 
1. Whassup, ya'll??!! It's been a long, hot a*# summer and 
the first thing we gotta know is why has Xscape's "My Little 
Secret" been giving everybody the Green Light? 
2. Why have residents of the Village been taking the 
furniture out of their apartments and furnishing them with 
leather (really, is it that serious)? 
3. Why does the structure of the community center near the 
post office look like the clubhouse in Phase III? 
4. Shouldn't Magic Johnson's The Magic Hour been called 
The Tragic Hour? 
5. Why are we so happy that a certain department head has 
finally retired? 
6. Aren't Communications and English two different subjects? 
7. If so, then why have they merged forming one department? 
8. When will the sidewalks grow from all the water that 
they are receiving? 
9. As corny as it sounds, why do we all know and love the 
phone conversation between R. Kelly and Mr. Biggs on 
Kelly Price's remix to "Friend of Mine"? 
10. Why is it that some of the best professors have just got ghost? 
11. Why didn't it state in the Phase III lease that residents would be 
on a 24/7 lock-down 
12. Doesn't it seem like the freshmen class gets more unruly 
every year? 
13. Did anyone give the registration process a good review on those 
registration comment cards? 
14. Why does it seem like Hobart-Taylor is getting further and 
further? 
15. When is Marriot gonna fire that lil' ole' mean girl who works at 
Taco Bell? 
16. Why was Phase I filthy after it was closed all summer for 
cleaning and remodeling? 
17. Is it true that most of the fellas on campus are using their 
overpayments for child support? 
18. Why does the campus police only issue vehicle decals so they 
can give people tickets? 
19. And finally,what is up with that Cornuts' "Bust-a-Nut" 
commercial? 
20. What do vou think? 
PHATDIMB 
The Panther's current top ten in no particular order 
Open 
y Mic 
AGGRAVATED 
PANTHER 
Just a number on the hill 
displaced numerically, 
registration, frustrations, 
cause I'm the latter 
alphabetically, 
A staff with no craft got 
me seeking therapy, 
would they act so foul if 
I were guided paren­
tally, 
Essentially, I seek suc­
cess in my vicinity, but 
steadily, I peep distress 
to the infinity, 
Learning more about 
math in financial 
assistance, 
than in core classes with 
religious attendance, 
thought of that." 
Born and raised in New 
York's Harlem village, Cameron 
Giles was a "bailer" before be­
coming a rapper. A third-team All 
American point guard, he played 
high school ball with now Bad 
Boy rapper Mase. Playing with 
the likes of Stephon Marbury, 
Richie Parker and God Shamgod, 
the two made themselves known 
for their game. Later, they paired 
up as underground rappers ap­
pearing on NYC DJ mixtapes. 
It was Mase who con­
nected Cam'ron to the late Noto­
rious B.I.G. "At the time I met 
Biggie, he was working on Life 
After Death, so he had all sorts of 
fly tracks around his apartment," 
Cam remembered. "He flipped on 
about twelve or thirteen beats, and 
I flowed to everyone of them. Big 
said, 'Yo, you nice, I wanna sign 
you!' Big called Un (his partner, 
Lance Rivera) and I was put on. 
On the spot. I was the first artist 
signed to their new label, 
Untertainment." 
Confessions... depicts all 
the pain, glory, fear and triumphs 
found in all inner cities today. The 
tracks come fast and furious. From 
the fearful intro, Cam'ron imme­
diately goes into "Glory", the 
tracks victorious horns perfectly 
illustrating the range of emotions 
found in Cam's life story. An­
other jam, "D-Rugs," personifies 
addiction by telling about a ne­
glectful mother that chooses a 
tragic, cheating 'man' over her 
children. "That's my favorite song, 
because it's a universal story," 
said Cam'ron. "Addiction is so 
common in America today; ev­
eryone can relate to it." 
Whether flashing guns or 
roses, Cam' ron represents several 
facets of young man's life. He is a 
true poet of the new Harlem Re­
naissance. 
My ascendance, to the 
top is impeded by 
greed, because federal 
pell, didn't fulfill my 
remaining need, 
So I'm like !@*# this 
place all they want is 
my cash, 
and in May '99 they can 
kiss my black a*@. 
"Martin W." a.k.a 
Mustafa 
Please submit poems 
to The Panther in rm. 
114 at the bottom of 
the MSC. 
"Doo Wop (That 
Thing ( 
Lauryn Hill 
"How's It Goin' 
Down" 
DMX 
"Getcha Backs Off 
the Wall" 
Magical Sol 
Brothas 
"It Ain't My Fault" 
Silkk Tha Shocker 
f/Mystikal 
"Half on a Baby" 
R. Kelly 
"Movin' On" 
Mya fI Silkk Tha 
Shocker 
"Horse & Carriage" 
Cam'ron 
"Still a G Thang" 
Snoop Dogg 
"Don't Rush" 
K-Ci & Jo Jo 
"Friend of Mine 
(Remix ( 
Kelly Price f/ 
R. Kelly & Ron 
Isley 
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SPORTS NEWS 
University continues to 
battle streak of one team 
By Olin T. 
Flowers 
Panther 
Staff 
We have a number of 
excellent sports programs 
here in Pantherland - from 
the Cinderella story of the 
SWAC champion men's bas­
ketball team and theirNCAA 
national tournament bid to 
the NCAA indoor champion 
track & field teams, to the 
SWAC champion women's 
softball team. Even 
PVAMtTs first ever women's 
bowling team took second 
place in the conference last 
season and the golf team 
finished with their highest 
ranking in eight years. 
However, all the cur­
rent PVAMU athletic success 
stories are still overshadowed 
by that monstrous specter 
haunting the Hill: 
The PVAMU football 
team's losing streak of 0-77. 
The Panthers have 
the dubious distinction of 
holding the longest current 
consecutive losing streak in 
NCAA history. 
The PVAMU football 
team is winless in the 90s. 
As a matter of fact, 
the football team hasn't won 
a game since 1989 when Percy 
Pierre was the president of 
the university. 
Ifyou don't know who 
he is then you are starting to 
get an idea of how long its 
been since PVAMU has won 
a football game. Most of this 
year's incoming freshmen 
class were probably not even 
teenagers the last time the 
football team won a game 
The streak rides the 
university's hack like a 500-
pound gorilla. 
No matter what hap­
pens in any other area at the 
university (both athletically 
and academically) and no 
matter where you go. it is the 
firstthingout of most peoples' 
mouth when you say Prairie 
View. 
It doesn't matter if 
you mention that PVAMIJ 
graduates the most black 
engineering students of 
any institution in the U.S., 
or that PVAMU has na­
tionally acclaimed agricul­
tural and nursing pro­
grams. 
"But when will PV 
win a football game?" they 
sarcastically ask. 
Even the national 
media has gotten in on the 
act. 
It's happened ev­
ery Saturday evening dur­
ing football season on Col­
lege Gameday on ESPN for 
at least the past three 
years. 
Chris Berman, 
Stuart Scott, and (heir co­
horts toss PVAMU jokes 
around the Sportscenter 
studios. 
"Will they EVER 
win a game?!?" they mock. 
Rolling Stone 
Magazine is planning a 
feature on the team and 
will probably be the first in 
a long line that will com­
prise the media circus cov­
ering the losing streak as 
the season opener ap­
proaches. 
This isn't just an­
other story bashing the 
PVAMU football program, 
(though some people may 
At some point we 
have to step back and re­
evaluate our situation. 
the best policy. So, this is a 
story about change. Some­
thing must change if the 
a 
I know the football 
team has undergone its lair 
share of trials and tribula­
tions. 
The team was to­
tally disbanded by the uni­
versity for financial rea-
most of the players and 
coaches left for other pro­
grams. 
ning of the troubles for tbe 
Panthers. 
The Panthers'pro­
gram was reinstated the 
see streak on 
page 13 
'Heart & Soul' honors Jacket as trailblazer 
By Kesha C. Jones 
Panther Staff 
With the long over due 
recognition of female African-
American athletes, Prairie 
View's own Coach Barbara 
Jacket was recently featured 
in the July-August issue of 
Heart & Soul magazine. Heart 
&Soul recognized Jacket as a 
Hall of Famer and a trailblazer 
for sisters in the athletic arena. 
'You must have a 
love of the sport and 
people. You can't 
grow tired of fight­
ing for what you 
want. If you do that, 
then you might as 
well get out of the 
business." 
Coach Jacket has a 
coaching "track record" that 
would make one either envi­
ous or intimidated. 
She began coaching at 
Prairie View A & M Univer­
sity in 1964. 
Originally brought to 
the university as a swimming 
coach, Jacket later took it upon 
herself to create a female track 
team in 1966 and she has led 
the track team to win 19 con­
ference championships. 
When asked her opin­
ion about the hoopla over the 
Women's National Basketball 
Association KWNBA), and the 
Support 
Prairie View 
volleyball at 
their host 
tournament 
on Sept. 4 -5 
in the 
Billy J. Nicks 
Fieldhouse. 
fact that fe­
male Afri­
can-Ameri­
can athletes 
are finally 
getting paid 
for endorse­
ments, she 
s i m p l y  
stated it is 
long over 
due and 
that she is 
ahead of her 
time. 
Ahead of 
her time 
seems like 
an under­
statement Coach Barbara Jacket 
coming from a woman who is 
only the second female Afri­
can-American to coach an 
Olympic team. 
Under the guidance 
of Jacket, the 1991-1992 U.S. 
Olympic women's track-and-
field team brought back four 
gold, three silver, and three 
bronze medals. 
The honors and 
achievements don't stop there. 
She has been inducted into 
several Halls of Fame, has a 
day declared the "Coach Bar­
bara Jacket Day" in Kileen 
and a park that bears her 
name in her hometown of Port 
Arthur, TX. 
The accolades con­
tinue on for this well respected 
coach whose latest project is 
helping writers put together 
a book that will tell of her 
great accomplishments. 
Coach Jacket clearly 
has a fierceness about her for 
which she credits her mother. 
She said she receives a source 
of inspiration from the memo­
ries of her mother who showed 
her there were no limitations 
even as a single parent. 
Jacket possesses that 
same inspiration and offers 
advice to female athletes to­
day. 
"You musthave a love 
of the sport and people, you 
can't grow tired of fighting for 
what you want, if you do that, 
then you might as well get out 
of the business," said Jacket. 
When it's all said and 
done, Jacket said she wants 
people to know she took the 
bumps and the bruises, but 
always did it her way. 
Comics Cards 
&More 
Welcome Back To School Sale 
All Card Packs ($2 & Under) 
Buy 2 Get One Free 
Clearance On All Sports Clothes! 
All Comics Bagged and Boarded 
New Shipment Every Friday 
Preorders Welcome 
845A 12th Street Hempstead, Texas 
(Across from the Post Office) 
Hours: Tuesday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sat 10:00 a-m. - 5:00 p.m. Wed -
(409) 826-4922 
Sports. Comics and Magic Cards, Comics, High­
land Mint Coins. Plaques. Accessories, Collectible 
Toy Figures. Models. Clothes & Many More 
We Accept Nov us. Master Card & Visa 
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SPORTS NEWS 
Volleyball begins season 
with conditioning, outlook 
for SWAC championships 
By Tina M. Ellis 
Panther Staff 
The volleyball team is at it again! 
After enduring two weeks of practicing three times a 
day with a 6:30 a.m. conditioning practice at "The Loop" and 
the track, an 11 a.m. weight training session, and a 3 p.m. 
court practice in the New Gym, the volleyball team is expect­
ing an excellent season full of victory. 
The Panthers have not seen SWAC glory since 1993, 
but have finished no less than third in the past eight years. 
Now, they are hunting for success and the knowledge 
that all of their hard work has paid off. 
"I feel that we have a good chance," new-comer and 
setter Jackie Thompson stated confidently when asked about 
the team's chances at the SWAC Tournament. 
"W e have alot of versatile players, and our game is fast 
paced." 
These ladies currently grace the court with their 
presence everyday after a full day of classes. 
With their minds set on SWAC Championship rings, 
and, of course, the pleasure of burying Texas Southern Uni­
versity and Grambling State University, theywork extrahard 
for their coach, Jocelyn Adams. 
Coach Adams has incorporated the assistance of spe­
cialty consultants to help add an extra spark of energy and 
quickness to the team's play. 
"When it is all said and done, 
we plan to return to Prairie 
View champions at the end of 
the season. 
Anything else would be a 
complete waste of our time and 
efforts." -Tiara M. Ellis 
"During spring training, specialty consultants added 
tremendously to the overall development of the team," Coach 
Adams commented. 
On Saturday, August 29, the Panthers engaged in the 
I Second Annual PVAMU Alumni Game against former PVAMU 
volleyball players. Unlike last year, they defeated the alumni 
team in four games. 
The Panthers' first official game was played Tuesday 
in Beaumont at Lamar University. 
They were defeated by the Lady Cardinals of Lamar 
in an exhausting game of speed and fundamentals. 
Although the entire team gave their all, outstanding 
plays were made by Thompson, and hitter, Edwina Brooks. 
In spite of the fact that the Panthers were not 
successful in their attempts, team members are still optimis­
tic about the season. 
"The entire moral of this team seems so positive and 
together. Everyone gives their all on the court and is encour-
• aging throughout games and practice," said senior defensive 
specialist Tiara Ellis. 
The Panthers will be hosting the PVAMU Tourna-
j ment all day on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 4-5. This will be 
the first official home game scheduled for the season. 
"When it is all said and done, we plan to return to 
I Prairie View champions at the end of the season. Anything 
Ielse would be a complete waste of our time and efforts," Ellis added. 
In the Sports Spotlight 
Senior Dion Williams tries to catch his breath in between plays 
during the 1998 season's first scrimmage. 
" . . .  D i o n  W i l l i a m s  w i l l  m a k e  g r e a t  
contributions to help the Panther 
football have a winning season." 
Tina M. Ellis 
Panther staff 
Dion Williams 
Height: 
6' 3" 
Hometown: 
DeSoto, TX 
Age: 
21-y ears-old 
Started Athletic 
Career: 
Summer before beginning 
high school 
Position: 
Defense 
Personal Best: 
First game at PVAMU 
Favorite Junk Food: 
Candy 
Weight: 
238 pounds 
Major: 
Information Systems 
Streak from page 12 
following season but had no 
scholarships until five years 
later in the 1996 season when 
they awarded 15 scholarships. 
The team has literally 
had to be rebuilt from the ground 
up. 
This issue raises a num­
ber of serious questions. 
Would schools such as 
Texas A&M or Florida State al­
low this type of situation to en­
gulf their programs? Would 
their alumni stand for such a 
thing? Why is it so hard for the 
team to get financial backing? 
Why don't we have more home 
games? Why hasn't the univer­
sity used the losing streak to its 
advantage by trying to turn the 
negative publicity into some­
thing positive and actively so­
liciting more corporate sponsor­
ships? 
Most other universities 
actively seek out sponsors like 
Nike, Reebok, Gatorade and 
Budweiser. This is money that 
could be used to not only better 
equip the team but provide more 
scholarship funding. 
Have too many people 
become complacent and accus­
tomed to the situation? Win­
ning is a habit but unfortu­
nately so is losing. 
Losing is not some­
thing to be remembered for 
because no one remembers the 
losing team. There is no prize 
for second place. 
For the 1998 season, 
the team has 25 scholarship 
players that were actively re­
cruited by second year head 
coach Greg Johnson. Offen­
sive stand-outs include re­
turning QB Josh Barnes (who 
returns after a season-ending 
injury in the third week of 
last season), WR Demarcus 
Peterson, TE Roy Moses, and 
RB Kevin Bell. 
This year, the Pan­
thers have changed their of­
fense scheme and are going to 
the air-attack with a no-
huddle offense. 
Anchoring the pass 
protection will be OT Christo­
pher Fas anno and anchoring 
the Panther defensive unit 
will be a linebacking core in­
cluding Courtney Miller, 
Steven Garner, and Lesley 
Taylor. 
DB Quincy Fuller 
(who lead the team in tackles 
last season) and CB Anthony 
Carr stand-out in the second­
ary. 
Coach Johnson has 
also beefed up the coaching 
staff with TE coach Carl Wil­
liams and WR coach Jerrel 
Moore. 
If there is going to be a 
change at PVAMU, Johnson 
is a good candidate for the job. 
Even though he went 0-9 last 
season, he has a distinguished 
history. 
Before assuming the 
head coaching job here on the 
Hill, Johnson was the head 
coach at Langston University 
in Oklahoma. In the six years 
he coached at Langston, he 
took ateamthathadnotbeen 
above .500 in 20 years to two 
conference championships. 
So in 1998, the battle 
continues. This is the football 
team's motto for the 1998 sea­
son, (it has become the com­
mon response for all of the 
nay-sayers). 
At the situation scrim­
mage last weekend the entire 
coaching staff wore t-shirts 
with the slogan, The Battle 
Continues...' emblazoned 
across the back. 
But exactly what does 
this statement mean? 
Wars are not won by 
continuously fighting the 
same battle. Atsome pointthe 
battle must end. It is the only 
way to achieve a victory. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
Advertise in The Panther 
- More than 6,000 students 
and alumni read the 
pages of this 
publication 
Your advertisment would 
be working right at this 
moment if it were 
placed here. 
Affordable pricing make 
advertising in The 
Panther a smart 
decision. 
- Classifieds allow you to 
buy space for 
affordable prices to 
sell, rent, or buy 
goods. 
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COMIC RELIEF 
Jewel from page 9 
editorial boards of six 
scholarly journals, contrib­
uted articles to to many 
journals including, the 
Journal of Politics, and 
Social Science Quarterly , 
and co-authored a textbook 
on women in politics. 
Houston from page 5 
women trying to make the 
world a better place for the 
future generation to come," 
said Alix. 
She also said that 
she will continue to serve 
Houston communities as 
well as other communities. 
Alix is an active 
member of the Eta Beta 
chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., a 
former member of the Lady 
Panther's volleyball team at 
Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity and director of speakers 
and lecturers for the Cam­
pus Activity Board (CAB). 
While performing all 
of her responsibilties, Alix 
also works full-time and 
manages to maintain a 
grade point average of 3.0. 
So what lies in her 
future? 
Alix said she plans 
to graduate from P.V AM.U 
with a bachelor's degree in 
Health and attend Physical 
Therapy school to pursue a 
career as a physical thera­
pist. 
"It's real nice, Dad. But I 
think I'll let Mom put my 
bike together." 
MAMA'S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT 
BUTCH AND DOUGIE by ALEX HOWELL 
MAGIC MAZE 
FMD AT LEAST 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS. 
'PHJWti B 0*0 g PMOUIB *»H S "UOmjup «j* BJOMS > 
Bfvuis B W*1 c "P*AOUj*j B |Ou«d z 'P*9P*B*duis l :s*3uai*ll!a 
FLATWARE 
Q  W  S  O  U  p f s | p  O  O  N  U  R  L  P  
N K A E  I  G T G D B Z X A V S  
S Q L O V M A S N K I D G E K  
C A T Y W I  I  S R O L U S Q R  
P N S  E V  I  N K R E T T U B O  
L J  P H F E L K R E V L  I  S F  
C A O Y X V E U T  S W R Q P D  
N M O K J  H S K N  I  F E E F A  
E  S  N  O  O  P ^ S J A  E  T  U  C  K  S  L  
B Z S L I  S N E T U Y R X S A  
V U T S E V I N K H S  I  F R S  
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run In 
all directions-forward, backward, up, down and 
diagonally. 
Buttar knlv*« Ladla 
Fish knival Salad forks 
Forks Salt spoons 
Fruil knivas Sarvars 
Silver Teaspoons 
Skewers Tongs 
Soup spoon 
Stalntass 
KING CROSSWORD 
ACROSS 
1 Equestrian 
attire 
6 Religions 
12 Courteous 
13 Noah's 
n a a 
12 
14 Gaiiand 
15 Noted 
honor-film 
director 
16 Judicious 
17 Ball in a 
M B » 
19 Pump up 
the volume 
20 Mah-jongg 
piece 
22 Moreover 
24 Library 
r~ r- ft \T T7~ 
lii 
14 
is 
abbr. 
27 Hub 
29 Remedy 
for 
dry toast 
32 Venue for 
Poirot 
35 Eatery 
36 Piccadilly 
figure 
37 Resort 
38 Take a 
whack at 
40 Eye part 
42 Mrs. Regis 
Philbin 
44 Oil grp. 
46 Flightless 
Aussies 
SOCamelot 
king 
S2 Prelim to 
joining 
Mensa 
54 Caveat 
55 Was 
appro-
pnatc 
SO 
157 
56 Skiers' 
57 Unruly 
coifs 
DOWN 
1 Hagar the 
Horrible's 
daughter 
2 First word 
of "Green-
sleeves" 
3 Bathroom 
fixture 
4 Resident: 
suffix 
5 Pattern 
6 Gambling 
game 
7 Bakery 
come-on 
8 "-the 
Walrus" 
9 Apropos 
rhyme for 
"pedals" 
10 Injury 
11 Period 
12 Hound 
hand 
18 Daydream 
21 "Newhan" 
setting 
23 Postal 
Creed 
24 Fabulous 
flyer 
25 Mound 
staL 
26 Deck 
count 
28 Getting the 
devil out of 
there? 
30 A meeting 
of the 
minds? 
31 She-bear 
(Sp.) 
33 Always 
34 Omega 
pieceder 
39 "-a 
Grand Old 
Flag" 
41 Embed 
42 Ring 
tactics 
43 Hurler 
Hershiser 
45 Com. in 
Chief 
47 Apportion 
48 Versatile 
product's 
49 Norm: abbr. 
51 Gen. 
Arnold of 
W.W. II 
53 Sine-non 
link 
DOUBLE TROUBLE! Below are six partially spelled words. Four letters are 
missing from each word. In each case you must find a two-letter word that 
be used to fill in the missing letters. Below you'll find some hints 
1) A garden vegetable. 
2) Type of movie. WM 
3) Type of candy. 
4) A keepsake. 
5) A freight barge. 
6) An annoying problem. 
can 
I MA 
2. H R 
IB B 
4 . NTO 
5. FL BO— 
6 . AD AC 
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THE FINAL WORD 
Racial crime stuns unsuspecting student 
By Tameka 
Robinson 
Panther Staff 
The very first time I 
decided to attend summer school 
is when my hometown is turned 
upside down by the issue of rac­
ism. 
I remember a friend ap­
proaching me while I was on my 
way to class and telling me that 
a race-related murder had oc-
curred in Jasper, TX. 
I basically thought nothing about 
the comment and continued on 
to class. 
Later on that night, I 
watched the 10 p.m. news and 
could not believe what I saw. 
My very own neighbor 
had been dragged to death by 
three white men. I stood at the 
television in shock because it 
was just unbelievable that a hei­
nous crime like this happened in 
a small town like Jasper, TX. 
On June 7,1998, James 
Byrd died of a gruesome death 
at the hands of three white men. 
Byrd's body was so mu­
tilated that it could notbe shown 
for his funeral. His killing has 
been compared to the slaying of 
Infinite opportunities. 
Dynamic careers. 
Tim Atwell 
joined GE's Information 
Management Leadership 
Program in 1995, and 
immediately began 
sparking ideas for GE 
Lighting. Today, he's 
a Quartz Information 
Systems Team Leader. 
You have a future here. 
Come See GE at 
the Fall Career Fair 
Sept. 23rd 
Billy Nicks Fieldhouse 
9am—2:30pm 
Please confirm dates and times 
with your Career Placement Office 
for any last minute changes. 
www.gecareers.com 
We bring good things to life. 
An I 'c j i i . i l  <  "> | ) |><>111ni i IKni [> l«nc i  
GE Aircraft Engines GE Appliances GE Capital Services GE Corporate Research and Development 
GE Industrial Systems GE Information Services GE Lighting GE Medical Systems GE Plastics 
GE Power Systems GE Supply GE Transportation Systems NBC 
9-year-old Emmit Till. 
All I could think about 
was my grandfather, R.C. Horn, 
and what obstacles he would soon 
by required to overcome. 
He was recently elected 
the first Black mayor of Jasper, 
TX and hostility was about to 
engulf this once undisturbed 
town. 
As I went home to attend 
the funeral, the media was all 
over my neighborhood since it 
was the area where James Byrd, 
Jr. was picked up on side of the 
road. 
I was interviewed sev­
eral times and was always asked 
the same question in a different 
manner: What do you think 
should happen to the three men 
that committed this crime? 
"They should 
... remain 
incarcerated 
for the rest 
of their lives 
with a picture of 
James Byrd Jr's 
mutilated body 
on their 
cell walls." 
I replied, "My love for 
God is so strong that I could 
never hate those three men for 
what they did so I don't think 
they should receive the death 
penalty for their actions, but in­
stead remain incarcerated for the 
rest of their lives with a picture 
of James Byrd, Jr.'s mutilated 
body on their cell walls." 
I recently visited Jasper 
and was happy to see the effort 
the community was making to 
promote more love and unity in 
the city. 
I asked my grandfather 
what his overall view of the city 
was since the tragic death of 
James Byrd, Jr. and he stated, "I 
feel the community is joining as 
one and we are all working to­
gether to solve any problems that 
may arise. I think the city is 
doing very well!" 
Mayor R.C. Horn pro­
claimed August 31, 1998 as 
James Byrd, Jr. "Son" Day. 
Although James Byrd 
is gone, his name will live on. 
